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of England is the only body of Christians, which, in effect,
disqualifies those who are employed to preach its doctrine,
from sharing in the civil power, further than as senators;
which, however, was an institution1 begun in times of Popery,
many hundred years before the Reformation, and woven
with the very institution of this limited monarchy.

There is indeed another method, by which the stipends
of dissenting teachers may be raised, and the farmer much
relieved; if it should be thought proper to reward a people
so deserving, and so loyal by their principles. Every bishop,
upon the vacancy of a church-living, can sequester the profits
for the use of the next incumbent Upon a lapse of half a
year, the donation falls to the archbishop, and after a full
year to the Crown, during pleasure; therefore it would be
no hardship for any clergyman alive, if, in those parts of
Ireland, where the number of sectaries much exceed that of
the conformists, the profits, when sequestered, might be
applied to the support of the dissenting teacher, who hath
so many souls to take care of, whereby the poor tenants
would be much relieved in these hard times, and in a better
condition to pay their rents.

But there is another difficulty in this matter, against which
a remedy doth not so readily occur. For, supposing the
Test Act repealed, and the Dissenters in consequence fully
qualified for all secular employments, the question may still
be put, whether those of Ireland will be often the persons
on whom they shall be bestowed; because it is imagined,
there may be another seminary2 in view, more numerous and
more needy, as well as more meriting^ and more easily con-
tented with such low offices, as some nearer neighbours
hardly think it worth stirring from their chimney-sides to
obtain. And, I am told, it is the common practice of those
who are skilled in the management of bees, that when they
see a foreign swarm at some distance, approaching with an
intention to plunder their hives, these artists have a trick to
divert them into some neighbouring apiary, there to make
what havoc they please. This I should not have hinted, if
I had not known it already, to have gotten ground in many

1  Scott has, instead of "which, however, was an institution," the
words, **yet this was a privilege."   [T. S.l

2  Scotland.